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A US proposal to store nuclear waste in California's Mojave Desert drew strong protests from
a Mexican environmental group and some state legislators because of concern of possible
contamination of the Colorado River. However, those concerns were generally downplayed by
environmental authorities in Baja California state. The disposal site, located about 250 km. from
the Mexican border, would handle 138,000 metric tons of waste from nuclear plants and research
laboratories, starting in 1996. On Dec. 10, the Baja California legislature voted to ask the federal
Social Development Secretariat (Secretaria de Desarrollo Social, SEDESOL) for an environmental
impact study on the site. State deputy Gustavo Davila Rodriguez said a lack of information about
the plan has caused uncertainty on both sides of the border. However, Ruben Roa Rodriguez,
Baja California state director for the National Water Commission (Comision Nacional del Agua,
CNA) on Dec. 9 said studies from the International Commission on Boundaries and Water have
determined the site is outside the Colorado River basin and does not pose an immediate danger to
the river. In addition, Roa Rodriguez said the rocky geological terrain near the proposed site was
enough to prevent any leak from reaching Mexican territory. However, he acknowledged a leak
could contaminate water supplies in California. On Dec. 11, the Baja California state environmental
secretariat said there was little reason for concern because the nuclear material would have very
little radioactivity and would eventually be removed from the site after a short storage period. On
the same day, a spokesperson for the Mexican Environmental Movement, (Movimiento Ecologista
Mexicano, MEM), warned that any leakage from the site would pollute the Colorado River and
contaminate the water supply in southern California and the Mexican states of Baja California Norte
and Sonora. The MEM spokesperson also raised concerns about reports the US planned to monitor
the site for only 100 years, when much of the radioactive material has a life of several thousand
years. (Sources: Spanish news service EFE, 12/10/92; Notimex, 12/09/92, 12/11/92)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

